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• Spill on weekend (of course!)

• DEEP Oil & Chemical Spills called the Department of

Public Health and Local Health Department

• Immediate Press Release

- DO NOT EAT FISH

- DO NOT COME IN CONTACT WITH FOAM

• Department of Public Health talked to Local Health Department

about advice and signs



• Public Exposure Likely Very Low

• No Drinking Water Likely Impacted

• Fish known to accumulate but limited data

• PFAS – Very Little Skin Absorption

- Just Precautionary Advice on Foam Contact

• Confusion about Boating and Swimming.



• No Water Data at First

• The Foam was not everywhere

• Fast Moving River and PFAS is Water Soluble

• Would the PFAS be there long enough to Impact Fish?

• Does it Collect in Sediments?



• The Department of Public Health gave the 

Local Health Department existing “DO NOT EAT”

Fish Signs.

• The Department of Public Health also translated 

signs to Spanish.

• Local health Department drafted a more

comprehensive Sign-Skin Contact.







• Held 3 Weeks after spill

• LHD, town and legislature representatives organized 

• Public allowed to present

• Messages were well received – DEEP gave most detail

• Questions about pets and wildlife – hard to answer

• Private well questions arose 



• Gave Town Officials Updates – ongoing basis

• Meetings or phone calls with town officials

• Constants contact with LHD

• Town and LHD part of decision making process



• Surface water concentrations decreased rapidly

- Swimming and boating are OK

• Fish data – came in September and October

- Confirmed our advice not to eat fish!

- 170 ppb (-159 ppb cut off)

- Surprising result – new for us



• Confirmed fish data presented

• Future sampling plans – more fish, private wells

• Complications of PFAS from 10/2 plane crash

• Irrigation questions?  No data.

• Direct outreach to residents on plane crash

• More fish data coming – September sampling 3

months to get data



• How long will fish be impacted?

• Migrating fish like shad?

• Crops impacted?

• Any health impacts?

• Any more fish sampling?



• PFAS very high profile right now, so concern is

elevated

• Drinking Water will be the future problem in

more locations

• Windsor was unique as an emergency

• Background exposures need to be considered

• LHDs critical in risk communication efforts!


