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1937 – Articles of Incorporation

• Promote Welfare of Workers in 
Public Health Inspection

• Standardize Methods of Law 
Enforcement

• Cultivate Social Intercourse 
among Members

• Improve Social & Economic 
Conditions of its Workers



Anywhere is Everywhere



The Future is Now



Renewed Interest in Social Determinants



Congressional 
EH Agenda

• Cancer Clusters

• Climate Change

• Lead

• PFAS

• Harmful Algal Blooms

• Ethyl Oxide (IL and GA)



Too Much



Too Little



Water Contamination

• Microplastics

• Endocrine Disrupters

• Pharmaceuticals

• Amoeba – Naegleria fowleri

• HABs

• Heavy Metals



NE & Climate Change



Fungi, Bacteria & HAIs

• Climate Mediated Adaptations 
(fungi)

• Antibiotic Resistance Organisms

• Antibiotics in CAFOs

• LTCs



Vectors



The manner in which we engage food

Meal Kits- Ghost Kitchens

• UberEats

• Instacart

• DoorDash

• Blue Apron

• Hello Fresh

• Grubhub

• Home Chef

• Seamless

• Home Restaurants & 
Groceraunts



Waddington’s Landscape

• Epigenetics

• Air Pollution

• Drinking Water

• Seafood

• Endocrine Disrupters

• Birth Defects

• Obesity

• Breast Cancer

https://www.ptglab.com/news/blog/cell-fate-commitment-

and-the-waddington-landscape-model/



Environmental Racism



Funding

• Epi -78%

• Lab ~30%?

• EH ~5% -> 14%?

• EH Profoundly Local



Science Exists in a Social Context

• Principle of Reciprocation - Generosity

• Principle of Commitment – Writing

• Principle of Social Proof – Early adopters/positive 
deviants

• Principle of Scarcity – Short Supply

• Principle of Authority – Act like a Minister of 
Health

• Principle of Unity – trusted spokesperson 

Source: Robert Cialdini, Ph.D. 

• Tobacco/asbestos/lead

• Pre-Covid-19 Vaccine Hesitancy

• Climate Change

• Chloroquine

• Ivermectin

• Masking



Stories vs Data

• Identifiable Victim

• Story is Relatable

• Rule of 3 – three illustrations 
create a pattern



Now What  for NEHA?

The Slug Line



NEHA - Near Future

• Retail Food Safety – RFFM & Collaborative

• New REHS Exam

• Single Login – Data Backbone

• Branding/Marketing/Communications

• Internships

• Leadership Program

• Collaboration w 24 Universities

• PHAPs – Tribes and Body Art



Reduce the 
occurrence of 

food borne illness 
risk factors

Fully leverage 
SLTTs

Move towards 
full 

conformance 
with the Retail 

Standards

FDA Funding 

through NEHA

Awards to 

SLTTs

NEHA-FDA Retail Flexible Funding 
Model Grant Program



The Retail Food Safety Regulatory Association Collaborative

The Collaborative is comprised of  the following associations and agencies: 

Our work focuses on: 
• A national strategy for the adoption of  the latest editions of  the Food Code

• Promoting and improving food safety culture

• Increasing enrollment and active participation and conformance with the Voluntary National Retail Food 

Regulatory Program Standards

• Improving foodborne illness outbreak investigations

• Improving food safety management systems at retail food facilities

• Enhancing effective communications and sharing of  best practices among retail food protection partners

www.RetailFoodSafetyCollaborative.org

Along with our partners at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.



Animation – 2021 APHA Film Festival

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLF_KS_IwkA&t=37s



Now What  for the Profession?

The Slug Line



CLIMATE DRIVEN EP&R
NEW NORMAL

Usual & 

Customary

Secondary 

Responders

Recovery Temporary 

Food 

Establishments

Data 

Collection

Strike TeamsTemporary 

Shelter
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EH as Meta Leaders

• Describe & Prescribe

• Compress Morbidity

• Hotbeds of Innovation

• Unpretentious

• Collaborative

• Take Advocacy Risks



Leadership Evolution



The Future

Roses
• Educated Workforce

• Credentialed Workforce

• Local Expertise

❖Access

❖Axis

❖Affect

• Backbone of PH System

Thorns

• Fragmented Service Delivery

• Local Administration

• The Plight of the Ordinary

• Obsession w Data

• Uneven Adoption of National Standards 
(e.g., MAHC & Food Code) & Practices



The Future

Nuance
• Effective Story Telling

• Hyper Local

• Seek out other sectors

• Leadership

Novel
• Climate & Health

• Portfolio

• Funding at Local Level

• Act as Meta-leaders

• National Pandemic Czar



• Dispense with familiar grooves.

• Remain engaged.

• Accomplish what you can.

• Find new meaning in your work.

• Seek out positive relationships.

• Live for ideas, not off them.

Be Present



• Reason for being

• Purpose in life

• Tone

• Professionalism

• Love

• Receiver

• Giver

Ikigai



Threats Unify Culture

Photo Credit: elearningbros.com



Herculean Effort of an Environmental Health Professional


